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Hanukkah Continues 
December 1ï6  

 
Saint Nicholas Day 
December 6 

 
Poinsettia Day 
December 12 

 
YaldǕ 

December 21 
 

Christmas 
December 25 

 
Kwanzaa 

December 26ïJanuary 1 
 

Boxing Day 
December 26 

 
New Yearôs Eve 
December 31  

December 2021 
 

 
  

CRAIGLEE NEWS  

As an old carol reminds us, Christmas is ñthe most wonderful 
time of the year.ò In ancient Rome, the weeklong festival of Sat-
urnalia starting on December 17 was just as popular. The  
famed Roman poet Catullus went so far as to say that Satur-
nalia offered ñthe best of days.ò 
 

Saturn was the Roman god of agriculture, seed, sowing, and 
time. Saturnalia began as a farmerôs holiday to mark the end 
of the autumn planting season. Over time, the holiday evolved 
into a widely celebrated festival and moved later into the sea-
son, eventually coinciding with the winter solstice. The Tem-
ple of Saturn in Rome was the best place to celebrate Satur-
nalia. Rituals were performed to honor Saturn and ensure a 
good harvest. Some records indicate that the hollow statue of 
Saturn was filled to the brim with olive oil. The statueôs feet were 
bound with woolen ties, which were loosened on Saturnalia to 
symbolically free the god. 
 

Romans also freed themselves. Slaves were permitted to 
wear the pileus, the red felt cap denoting freedom. Business-
es and courts were closed. Banquets and feasts were held 
throughout the week, and gifts of candles were exchanged so 
they could  
be offered at the Temple of Saturn. Evergreen boughs were 
used as decorations, and tin ornaments were hung from trees 
and shrubs. Revelers wandered from door to door singing 
songs. Saturnalia was such a raucous affair that the author 
Pliny the Younger built a soundproof room to shield him from 
the noisy crowds. 
 

Many cherished Christmas traditions were originally part of 
Saturnalia: gift-giving, decorating with evergreen boughs, lighting 
candles, and door-to-door caroling. Emperor Constantine may 
have converted to Christianity in AD 312, but Saturnalia cele-
brations continued into the next century. Slowly, as Christiani-
ty became the dominant religion, the traditions associated 
with Saturnalia were celebrated on Christmas Day, December 
25, a date chosen nine months after Gabrielôs Annunciation to 
Mary on March 25Φ 
 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY ! 

December Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born between December 1ï21 are centaur archers of Sagittarius. Archers are curious, 
energetic, and enjoy change, the restless travelers of the zodiac. They are funny and enthusiastic, cherish-
ing freedom as their greatest treasure. Those born between December 22ï31 are the horned goats of Cap-
ricorn. As goats climb to great heights, Capricorns strive to get to the top, using discipline and common 
sense to find fame, prestige, and money. 

 

David B   December 2 
Bernadette Mc  December 9 
Helen C   December 11 
James Mc  December 11 
Cecile K   December 14 
Kirubaharan K  December 14 
Tien "Tony"  December 20 
Robert W   December 22 
Douglas D   December 24 
Meeri T   December 27 



 
How Did Christmas Start? 

 
The middle of winter has long been a time of celebration around the world. Centuries before the 
arrival of the man called Jesus, early Europeans celebrated light and birth in the darkest days of 
winter. Many peoples rejoiced during the winter solstice, when the worst of the winter was behind 
them and they could look forward to longer days and extended hours of sunlight. 
 

Who Invented Santa Claus? 
 

Illustrator Thomas Nast has been called  
the ñFather of the American Cartoonò for the illustrations 
he featured in Harperôs Weekly magazine in the 19th cen-
tury. It was Nast who first used a donkey and elephant to 
symbolize Americaôs political parties. He fought corruption 
with scathing political cartoons. But Nastôs most enduring 
contribution to popular culture might be his depictions of 
Santa Claus as a jolly, fat man from the North Pole 
dressed in red and white. 
 

Long before he was Santa Claus, he was Saint Nicholas, 
the Bishop of Myra, a fourth-century holy man renowned 
for the miracle of resurrecting three young boys killed by a 
butcher. For this remarkable feat, Saint Nicholas became 
the patron saint of children. Over the centuries, veneration of 
Saint Nicholas would spread. The Dutch called him Sin-
terklaas, and when the Dutch set sail for the New World in 

the 17th century, they brought Sinterklaas with them.  
 

Sinterklaas, or Santa Claus, and Christmas, were well-established in America by the 
1800s. But in December of 1823, Clement Clark Moore published his poem ôTwas the 
Night Before Christmas, and first described Santa Claus not as an austere bishop, but 
ñchubby and plump, a right jolly old elf.ò Charles Dickens then published A Christmas Carol 
in 1843, transforming Christmas from a religious holiday into a popular and commercial 
extravaganza. By January of 1863, with the United States plunged into Civil War, Thom-
as Nast had plenty of inspiration for his first cartoon depicting Santa Claus. 
 

Nastôs first depictions of Santa portray him not just as a jolly old elf but as an ally of the 
Union Army, and he used his own long beard as inspiration for Santaôs flowing white one. 
Over the next 23 years, Nast would make 33 illustrations of Santa, none more influential 
than his 1881 image of ñMerry Old Santa Claus,ò complete with a white beard, rosy cheeks, 
red suit, and pack full of toys. This image, more than any other, has made Santa Claus 
who he is today. 



Activities  

Halloween Party 


